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November 9, at five in the afternoon, Marie Louise,
who was quietly installed at Saint Cloud, where the
utter calm presented a marked contrast to the distant
rumors of war, had no idea of the moment when her
husband would return, when suddenly two carriages
were heard driving into the courtyard. It was
Napoleon arriving. He had already ascended the
staircase when he saw his wife before him. He
kissed her affectionately; she burst into tears, trem-
bling with emotion. Then the little King of Rome
was brought, and his father greeted him most ten-
derly. Every one was moved by this pathetic spec-
tacle. Napoleon said nothing about the way the
campaign had turned out, and had not a word of
blame for his father-in-law's desertion.

November 14 there arrived at Paris a messenger
from the allies, bearing an important communication;
a peace overture, which, in our opinion, still offered
Napoleon a chance of safety. It was the Baron of
Saint Aignan, the Emperor's Equerry, and his Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary at Weimar. At the entry of the
allies into that city, M. de Saint Aignan had at first
been treated like a prisoner of war; but then he was
carried to Frankfort where all the principal Ministers
of the sovereigns of the coalition were assembled, and
after he had been treated with the utmost respect, he
had been commissioned to carry to Napoleon a propo-
sition leaving to France its natural frontiers. Was
this a serious proposition or a feint? Opinion is
, divided on this question. " Being perfectly familiar